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Tke Quakers Wickednels, 


Or the Readers clearer apprehenſion of the 
following Gaſe, he is deſired to be informed, 
that this Thomas Boyce, by Trade a Taylor, 

ving on —_— in Southwark, was, many 

years fince, ſeduced by the fair words, ſeeming Inno- 
cency and Holineſs, and highſpretences to Infallibility 
and PerfeQion of the People called 2xakers, to fre- 
quent their Aſſemblies and Gompany 3 and at laſt 
his Innocent well- ing Spirit was ſo far wrought 
upau by they ſ oY ions,” as to- expoſe 
himſelf t> thedifpkafure of his former Acquaintance 
and Relations, ſo as to declare himſelf to be one of 
their Party, and continued to be one of them above 

Fen years; during whichtime, through thoſe Clouds 
of Miſapprehenſion. which they had caſt upon his 

Underſtanding, he believed their ways to be the beſt, 
and : accordingly walked conſcienciouſly amongſt 
them, being ſtritly true to what he profeſs'd : but 

afterwards finditig ſome of the Heads (or Leading- 
men) as well as others 'of them, a@ing contrary to 

their declared Principles, he 'was willing in the Spi- 
rit of Meeknels atid RighteouſneG , to tell them of 


their Errours,Back(lidinps, and Hypocrifie 3 who in- 
Read of harkening to-lum,; or themſelves, 


fell upon him by way of threatning with great and: 
u Ts 


Gid people 
them molt fallly and Ss! D = _ Jeceit 5 and 
others aid, He was made a publi for bjs 
wickedneſs. . After which time his was taken 
from him, and he continyed wholly dumb for the 
ſpace of Three and thirty weeks together , onely 
ome few words he might ſpeak for a week or two, 
but ſo weakly and brokenly,that we Rat with 
bim could nat perceive w athe ps 7 te a 
'ar all, _ 


weeks together he could cat no 

drank water and as it was not perceived that he 
had any ſleep during all that time, ſo does he agt 
know that in the whale Three and thirty weeks he 
was at all fick. The cauſe of which his preternaty 
ral Affliction he ſhall  gorzathly; ume Zh 2 Jugeof 
Byz this he ſhall preſume to ſay, 


in that his deplorable Condition, BF he nah Fa Dries 


to-adde. ail wy to ho Aon, ey 


Cady 
bler by 6 Kei faw:aa 5 One 0 
chief Preachers ſaying, That he cou both ſpeak and 
work too, if he liſt, "while he was ſo ſpeechle6 : 
Whereas, .in truth, the faid Thomas could not ſpeak, 
nor was eng work, wy the tefitmony of Ago 
perſors, to judge between the @y4hers an 
i $05 weop full inquiry appear 3 as likewiſe by the 
clnaje proc all pa Neighbours, A on that 0c- 
produced. 
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That the Bpoker? vpon the occaſions before-men- 
tioned, r' to employ. the" ſaid'Tho: Boyce after. 
wards in is Trade,” which lay wholly Inidiſeſtthirhs 
and by ſuch Lyes, falſe Accuſations, and Slanders, dif 

rſed amongſt all that knew him, perſwaded and 

Landaed others againſt him, not to let him have an 
work neither; thereby endeavouring as much as ih 
them lay to ſtarve him and his Family ; which ſo far 
took effe&, that by meas thereof, and his [amentable 
Afiiction, he 8 now reduced to extream Poverty, 
who before did help to retieve them Though true 
it is,” three eminent Pnakers did offer ro;aMfow him 
Suſtenance, but it was uppn ſuch a Condition' as he 
coutd not m Cotiſttence'atd Honeſty conſent to and 
perform ; for if he had, he believes he ſhould be an 
undone man for ever. 

Theſe People called £axkers pretend themtelves to 

be the'Seers, and all others our of their formand man- 
- ner of Dreſs to be blinde; but we may tafify prove 
themLyars out of their own mouths, who tell peo- 
ple, They muft be perfet, as God is perfe# ; which 
State of Perfe&ion muſt he witheſed in this life; 
and all that, preach againſt ſach their Doctrine, they 
lay, Are the Miniſters of the Devil. Now whethier 
theſe menthemſelves be in fuch a ſtate of PerfeQtion, 
and whoſe Miniſters they are, fet the Chriſtian Rea- 
der judge : For the tree is known by its fruit. Now 
fome of the be(t of theſe (called 2uakers ) in particu- 
lar, have threatned to vex the faid Tho. Boyce, and cal- 
ted him Knave, Traytor, and Judss, with other vile 
and- opprobrious Terms, would have tarned him 
keadlopg down ſtairs. And at anothet trme fome of 
0+ 0 them 


them took hiin by the on and dragged him down F 
ſtairs with his head on the pround,” and had him to- 
wards tie: (trect,, expoſing' him ta-the'thfolence of 
ſome rude Boys there, and then ſet him upon his legss 
who being lcarce able to ſtand, by reafon of their 
Abules, to exculs: themiclves they gave out, he was 
Drunk, and pretended to ſend for a Conſtable to fetch 
him away; but were ſo batbarous, .thatthey would 
not give him a little water to: wafk off the blyod they 
had drawn ot him. From thefe Actions I would i- 
quire what 1s bzcome of that Meeknebs; Patzence, 
and (ti]Ineſs of Spirit which the mea outwardly pre 
tcad to ? certainly the &xakers State of Perfetion'is 
much like that which ſome men repreſent for the $1ate 
of Nature, where men may lawfally worry and .prey 
upon one atother. bop Fa 
Again, that theſe people are guilty of grols Hypo- 
crilie is evident, for that- they: pretend! they .cannat 
take an Oath f.xr Conſcience fake, nor ſweat! at all in 
ay Caſe: And one of their Preachers, viz. Selomon 
Eccles lays, Our Tea and Nay is more than Swearing in 
a Court of 'judicature :. Butit fo, pray be pleaſed tg 
inquire, why they do not take one another's Yaz and 
Nay without ubſcribing eo their form, that what:they 
declare 1s the truth and no other, | 


The Form or the Q44%rs Oath) is thus -: 


I A. B. do Declare in the Tritth of my Heart, in the 
Fear of God, and before th:ſe (meaning the Heads 
of the Pnakers) his faithful Witneſſes, That, KC. 


Or otherwiſe, ---12 the preſence of God, or, of = 
| Fhat 


% 


j """ thet hniwek al things. "And without fuchor ſuch» 


like Declaration, they will not permit any one to 
Marry (as they call it) among them ; nor in ſome ca- 
ſes will lend: Money without ſuch a Subſcription, 
Now let the ſober judge, how much this Form 
wants of an abſolute Oath, againſt which they pre- 
tend fo great a tenderneſs. 

Furthermore, the ſaid @xakers are falſe Accuſers 
and unjuſt Judges; for ſome of the heads of them, 

etending to be Judges, did cauſe to be brought 

fore them a Woman and her Son, being of their 
own Society, and accuſed them of Lying together 
and being unclean (cammonly called Inceſt) and did 
without ſufficient proof paſs Judgment, that they 
were unclean. Whereupon the ſaid Tho. Boyce hear- 
ting thereof, went to the chief of the ſaid J 
defring to hear what he could ſay in the matter, be- 
ing fully ſatisfied that be had given wrong Judg- 
ment : But inſtead of regarding the ſaid Tho. Boyce 
therein, theſaid Judge _ and without any 
dow .of proof, or.colour. af Crime, adjudged aud 

aced him uncleanalſfo. 

Yetafterwards the 2xekers preferred a Laſs to this 
Young-man (the Son, who was ſo judged nnclean;) 
and joined them together as Man and Wife, accord- 
ing to their before expreſſed Form : But ſhe after- 
wards not behaving herſelf according to the Place 
and Duty of a Wit. the ſaid Tho. Boyce acquain- 
ting ſome of the. Heads of the Quakers therewith, 
ane of them (chiefly inſtrumental in putting them to- 
gether) did acknowledg he: had krrown. her long to 
be a wild Laſsz and another of them. ſaid, She mas 


of 


oat e had ent 4 Servant of his, who (he aid) 

cried ont ſhe had undone him, and ſoon after tied ; 
And further ſaid, He feared fhe wonld prove a Whore. 
And therefore they were willin et her have 4 
Husband, left ſhe ſhould bring a Githooour tpon the 
Truth. 

After all theſe TranſaGions, the Qyakers publiſh- 
ed a Paper againſt the ſaid Tho. Boyce, charging him 
for diſturbing them, with ſeveral other falſe and 
ſcandalous Imputations, none of all which they could 
ever prove: Fortrueit is, after he had been at their 
private Houſes and rivate Meetings, to know what 
was the Deceit and Wickedneſs they had accuſed 
him of, and wherein he was unclean, 'and pct 
no ſatisfa&ion,the faid Tho, Boyce ws at their 
Aſſemblies require the ſame Thing, But 
Chriſtian Satisfation, ſome of ers ooo 
met laid violent hands on him, ſome him 
the Throat, others he raps their Elbows on 


Private or Publick, but Ni ther go on to load bim 


with Slaundegs and Reproaches, he 
has it teſtified under- the Hands of two judi 
Men, who have exatnin'd the whole matter, and 


whom the &wakers themſelves at their Meeting in 
— ſay, they believed were © 
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fog, the OO juſtice. and Þ Wt 
; le&:ſhewn agajrift the ſaid Ths; Boyce 4h; at othe 
wherein he came, before them for Juſt a 
of. their, Preachers, that, had abn fd d dt 
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